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STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT EAU CLAIRE COUNTY 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
MAYO CLINIC HEALTH SYSTEM- 
NORTHWEST WISCONSIN REGION, INC. 
1221 Whipple Street 
Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54703, 
 

Plaintiff, 
v.        Case No.   

Case Code:  30701 
CITY OF EAU CLAIRE 
203 S. Farwell Street 
Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54701, 
 

Defendant. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SUMMONS 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN 

To each person named above as a defendant: 

You are hereby notified that the plaintiff named above has filed a lawsuit or other legal 

action against you.  The complaint, which is attached, states the nature and basis of the legal action. 

Within forty-five (45) days of receiving this summons, you must respond with a written 

answer, as that term is used in Chapter 802 of the Wisconsin Statutes, to the complaint.  The court 

may reject or disregard an answer that does not follow the requirements of the statutes.   

The answer must be sent or delivered to the court, whose address is Clerk of Circuit Court, 

700 Oxford Avenue, Suite 2220, Eau Claire, WI 54703, and to Axley Brynelson LLP, 2 East Mifflin 

Street, Suite 200, Madison, WI 53703, plaintiff’s attorneys.  You may have an attorney help or 

represent you.  If you require the assistance of auxiliary aids or services because of a disability, call 

the Eau Claire County ADA Coordinator at (715) 839-4921. 
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If you do not provide a proper answer within forty-five (45) days, the court may grant 

judgment against you for the award of money or other legal action requested in the complaint, and 

you may lose your right to object to anything that is or may be incorrect in the complaint.  A 

judgment may be enforced as provided by law.  A judgment awarding money may become a lien 

against any real estate you own now or in the future, and may also be enforced by garnishment or 

seizure of property. 

Dated this 17th day of June, 2024. 

AXLEY BRYNELSON, LLP 
 
 

Electronically signed Gregory C. Collins  
Gregory C. Collins 
State Bar #1018195 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
2 East Mifflin Street, Suite 200 
Post Office Box 1767 
Madison, WI  53701-1767 
(608) 257-5661 
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STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT EAU CLAIRE COUNTY 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
MAYO CLINIC HEALTH SYSTEM- 
NORTHWEST WISCONSIN REGION, INC. 
1221 Whipple Street 
Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54703, 
 

Plaintiff, 
v.        Case No. 

Case Code:  30701 
CITY OF EAU CLAIRE 
203 S. Farwell Street 
Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54701, 
 

Defendant. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

COMPLAINT 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

NOW COMES the Plaintiff, Mayo Clinic Health System-Northwest Wisconsin Region, Inc., 

by its attorneys, Axley Brynelson, LLP, by Gregory C. Collins, and for a cause of action against the 

above-named Defendant, City of Eau Claire, respectfully alleges and shows to the court the 

following: 

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS 

1. This is an action to recover property taxes unlawfully assessed and collected by the 

Defendant, City of Eau Claire (“City”), for the tax year 2023. 

2. Plaintiff, Mayo Clinic Health System-Northwest Wisconsin Region, Inc., is a 

Wisconsin nonstock corporation duly organized and existing under the laws of the State of 

Wisconsin. 

3. Upon information and belief, the Defendant, City of Eau Claire, is a municipal 

corporation organized and existing under the laws of the State of Wisconsin. 

4. Plaintiff legally changed its name from Mayo Clinic Health System- Eau Claire 

Hospital, Inc., to Mayo Clinic Health System-Northwest Wisconsin Region, Inc., on October 1, 2016 
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by filing Articles of Amendment with the Wisconsin Department of Financial Institutions, a copy of 

which is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

5. Plaintiff is a charitable nonprofit organization exempt from federal and state income 

taxes under Sections 501(a) and 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code as evidenced by its Internal 

Revenue Service Group Exemption Letter dated May 1, 2014, a copy of which is attached hereto as 

Exhibit B. 

6. Plaintiff has a single member–Mayo Clinic, which a is nonstock, nonprofit Minnesota 

corporation.   

7. At all times relevant to this proceeding, the Plaintiff has owned and used properties 

located in the City exclusively for the purposes of its hospital which is approved by the State of 

Wisconsin to provide service for up to three hundred four (304) beds devoted primarily to the 

diagnosis, treatment or care of the sick, a copy of the certificate of approval is attached hereto as 

Exhibit C. 

8. Plaintiff served the City on January 29, 2024 with a Claim for Recovery of Unlawful 

Taxes for 2023 dated January 19, 2024 stating that the 2023 taxes paid by Plaintiff for the properties 

identified in the claim were unlawful because the properties are exempt from property taxes under 

Section 70.11(4m)(a) of the Wisconsin Statutes, a copy of the Claim for Recovery of Unlawful Taxes 

for 2023 is attached hereto as Exhibit D (the “Claim for Unlawful Taxes”).    

9. Prior to serving its Claim for Unlawful Taxes, Plaintiff paid the 2023 property taxes 

in the amount of $1,053,789.81 levied on the properties identified in the Claim for Unlawful Taxes. 

10. The City sent a letter dated March 20, 2024 denying the Claim for Unlawful Taxes, 

which letter was received on March 25, 2024, a copy of which letter is attached hereto as Exhibit E.  
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11. The Plaintiff commenced this action within ninety (90) days of the Plaintiff receiving 

notice of the City’s denial of the Claim for Unlawful Taxes pursuant to Section 74.35(3)(d) of the 

Wisconsin Statutes. 

12. Pursuant to Section 74.33(1)(c) of the Wisconsin Statutes, the City’s taxation of the 

properties identified in the Claim for Unlawful Taxes constitutes an unlawful tax because the 

identified properties are exempt by law from taxation.   

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 
Unlawful Taxation of Property located at 1221 Whipple Street, Eau Claire  

 
13. Reallege and incorporate by reference paragraphs 1 through 12 herein. 

14. Plaintiff owns the real property and improvements together with the personal property 

located at 1221 Whipple Street, Eau Claire, Wisconsin with tax parcel numbers of 18221-2-270919-

006-2094, 221000060114, 221000080061, and 22100006009 (collectively, the “1221 Whipple 

Property”). 

15. Plaintiff submitted to the City Assessor a property tax exemption request dated 

February 20, 2023 asserting that the 1221 Whipple Property was exempt from property taxes 

pursuant to Section 70.11(4m)(a) of the Wisconsin Statutes except for that portion of the 1221 

Property leased to The Goat Coffee House LLC which comprises approximately 255 square feet (the 

“Taxable Space”). 

16. The City Assessor denied the property tax exemption request for the 1221 Whipple 

Property.  

17. Except for the Taxable Space, the 1221 Whipple Property is used exclusively for the 

purposes of a hospital that is devoted primarily to the diagnosis, treatment or care of the sick, injured 

or disabled. 

18. The 1221 Whipple Property does not qualify as a doctor’s office. 

19. The 1221 Whipple Property is not used for commercial purposes. 
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20. No part of the net earnings of the Plaintiff inures to the benefit of any shareholder, 

member, director or officer. 

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION 
Unlawful Taxation of Property located at 1506 Whipple Street, Eau Claire  

 
21. Reallege and incorporate by reference paragraphs 1 through 20 herein. 

22. Plaintiff owns the real property and improvements located at 1506 Whipple Street, 

Eau Claire, Wisconsin with a tax parcel number of 18221-2-270918-440-2147 (the “1506 Whipple 

Property”). 

23. Plaintiff submitted to the City Assessor a property tax exemption request on 

February 20, 2023 asserting that the 1506 Whipple Property was exempt from property taxes 

pursuant to Section 70.11(4m)(a) of the Wisconsin Statutes. 

24. The City Assessor denied the property tax exemption request for the 1506 Whipple 

Property.  

25. The 1506 Whipple Property is used exclusively for the purposes of the hospital due to 

the 1506 Property being a parking lot used by the hospital which is a reasonable necessity to the 

efficient functioning of the hospital as an organization. 

26. The 1506 Whipple Property does not qualify as a doctor’s office. 

27. The 1506 Whipple Property is not used for commercial purposes. 

28. No part of the net earnings of the Plaintiff inures to the benefit of any shareholder, 

member, director or officer. 

THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION 
Unlawful Taxation of Property located at 575 Cameron Street, Eau Claire  

 
29. Reallege and incorporate by reference paragraphs 1 through 28 herein. 
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30. Plaintiff owns the real property and improvements located at 575 Cameron Street, 

Eau Claire, Wisconsin with a tax parcel number of 18221-2-270918-005-0021 (the “575 Cameron 

Property”). 

31. Plaintiff submitted to the City Assessor a property tax exemption request dated 

February 20, 2023 asserting that the 575 Cameron Property was exempt from property taxes 

pursuant to Section 70.11(4m)(a) of the Wisconsin Statutes. 

32. The City Assessor denied the property tax exemption request for the 575 Cameron 

Property.  

33. The 575 Cameron Property is used exclusively for the purposes of the hospital due to 

the 575 Cameron Property being a parking lot used by the hospital which is a reasonable necessity to 

the efficient functioning of the hospital as an organization. 

34. The 575 Cameron Property does not qualify as a doctor’s office. 

35. The 575 Cameron Property is not used for commercial purposes. 

36. No part of the net earnings of the Plaintiff inures to the benefit of any shareholder, 

member, director or officer. 

FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
Unlawful Taxation of Property located at 600 Randall Street, Eau Claire 

37. Reallege and incorporate by reference paragraphs 1 through 36 herein. 

38. Plaintiff owns the real property and improvements located at 600 Randall Street, Eau 

Claire, Wisconsin with a tax parcel number of 18221-2-270918-005-0023 (the “600 Randall 

Property”). 

39. Plaintiff submitted to the City Assessor a property tax exemption request dated 

February 20, 2023 asserting that the 600 Randall Property was exempt from property taxes pursuant 

to Section 70.11(4m)(a) of the Wisconsin Statutes. 
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40. The City Assessor denied the property tax exemption request for the 600 Randall 

Property.  

41. The 600 Randall Property is used exclusively for the purposes of the hospital due to 

the 600 Randall Property being a parking lot used by the hospital which is a reasonable necessity to 

the efficient functioning of the hospital as an organization. 

42. The 600 Randall Property does not qualify as a doctor’s office. 

43. The 600 Randall Property is not used for commercial purposes. 

44. No part of the net earnings of the Plaintiff inures to the benefit of any shareholder, 

member, director or officer. 

FIFTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
Unlawful Taxation of Property located at 1502 Bellinger Street, Eau Claire 

45. Reallege and incorporate by reference paragraphs 1 through 44 herein. 

46. Plaintiff owns the real property and improvements located at 1502 Bellinger Street, 

Eau Claire, Wisconsin with tax parcel number of 18221-2-270918-440-2068 (the “1502 Bellinger 

Property”). 

47. Plaintiff submitted to the City Assessor a property tax exemption request dated 

February 20, 2023 asserting that the 1502 Bellinger Property was exempt from property taxes 

pursuant to Section 70.11(4m)(a) of the Wisconsin Statutes. 

48. The City Assessor denied the property tax exemption request for the 1502 Bellinger 

Property.  

49. The 1502 Bellinger Property is used exclusively for the purposes of the hospital due 

to the 1502 Bellinger Property being a parking lot used by the hospital which is a reasonable 

necessity to the efficient functioning of the hospital as an organization. 

50. The 1502 Bellinger Property does not qualify as a doctor’s office. 

51. The 1502 Bellinger Property is not used for commercial purposes. 
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52. No part of the net earnings of the Plaintiff inures to the benefit of any shareholder, 

member, director or officer. 

SIXTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
Unlawful Taxation of Property located at 1506 Babcock Street, Eau Claire  

53. Reallege and incorporate by reference paragraphs 1 through 52 herein. 

54. Plaintiff owns the real property and improvements located at 1506 Babcock Street, 

Eau Claire, Wisconsin with a tax parcel number of 18221-2-270918-440-2135 (the “1506 Babcock 

Property”). 

55. Plaintiff submitted to the City Assessor a property tax exemption request dated 

February 20, 2023 asserting that the 1506 Babcock Property was exempt from property taxes 

pursuant to Section 70.11(4m)(a) of the Wisconsin Statutes. 

56. The City Assessor denied the property tax exemption request for the 1506 Babcock 

Property.  

57. The 1506 Babcock Property is used exclusively for the purposes of the hospital due to 

the 1506 Babcock Property being a provider-based clinic parking lot used by the hospital which is a 

reasonable necessity to the efficient functioning of the hospital as an organization. 

58. The 1506 Babcock Property does not qualify as a doctor’s office. 

59. The 1506 Babcock Property is not used for commercial purposes. 

60. No part of the net earnings of the Plaintiff inures to the benefit of any shareholder, 

member, director or officer. 

SEVENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
Unlawful Taxation of Property located at 1521 Babcock Street, Eau Claire 

61. Reallege and incorporate by reference paragraphs 1 through 60 herein. 
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62. Plaintiff owns the real property and improvements located at 1521 Babcock Street, 

Eau Claire, Wisconsin with a tax parcel number of 18221-2-270918-440-2075 (the “1521 Babcock 

Property”). 

63. Plaintiff submitted to the City Assessor a property tax exemption request dated 

February 20, 2023 asserting that the 1521 Babcock Property was exempt from property taxes 

pursuant to Section 70.11(4m)(a) of the Wisconsin Statutes. 

64. The City Assessor denied the property tax exemption request for the 1521 Babcock 

Property. 

65. The 1521 Babcock Property is used exclusively for the purposes of the hospital due to 

the 1521 Babcock Property being a parking lot used by the hospital which is a reasonable necessity 

to the efficient functioning of the hospital as an organization. 

66. The 1521 Babcock Property does not qualify as a doctor’s office. 

67. The 1506 Babcock Property is not used for commercial purposes. 

68. No part of the net earnings of the Plaintiff inures to the benefit of any shareholder, 

member, director or officer. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, Mayo Clinic Health System-Northwest Wisconsin Region, Inc., 

requests judgment in its favor and against the Defendant, City of Eau Claire, granting the following 

relief: 

A. An order declaring that the 1221 Whipple Property (excluding the Taxable Space), 

1506 Whipple Property, 575 Cameron Property, 600 Randall Property, 1502 Bellinger Property, 1506 

Babcock Property, and 1521 Babcock Property (collectively, the “Properties”) are each exempt from 

general property taxes for 2023 based upon Section 70.11(4m)(a) of the Wisconsin Statutes. 

B. An order requiring the Defendant to determine the assessed value of the Taxable 

Space and the amount of 2023 property taxes to be paid on the Taxable Space. 
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C. An order, pursuant to Section 74.35 of the Wisconsin Statutes, that the City refund the 

2023 paid property taxes on the Properties plus interest as determined pursuant to Section 74.35(4) 

of the Wisconsin Statutes for the period between the date the taxes were due and the date the claim 

was paid. 

D. For such other and further relief that the court considers just and equitable. 

Dated this 17th day of June, 2024. 

AXLEY BRYNELSON, LLP 
 

Electronically signed Gregory C. Collins  
Gregory C. Collins 
State Bar #1018195 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
2 East Mifflin Street, Suite 200 
Post Office Box 1767 
Madison, WI  53701-1767 
(608) 257-5661 
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